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Town  of  Redwater 

(July,  1968) 


1.  LOCATION 

The  Town  of  Redwater  is  geographically  located  in  Section  30-57-21- 
West  of  the  4th  Meridian,  thirty-five  miles  northeast  of  the  City  of  Edmonton, 
with  paved  access  from  Provincial  Highway  28.  The  Edmonton-Heinsburg 
Branch  of  the  Canadian  National  Railway  bisects  the  town. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,075  feet  Latitude  53/57  Longitude  113/15 


3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  56°  F. 

Mean  Winter  23°  F. 

Mean  Annual  36°  F. 


4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  Annual  Rainfall 

Average  Annual  Snowfall 
Average  Annual  Precipitation 


13.18  inches 
50.10  inches 

18.19  inches 


Note:  Temperature  and  rainfall  data  are  estimated  from  records  of  nearest 
weather  station,  which  shows  the  average  for  a  period  of  78  years. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area,  underlying  the  glacial  deposits,  is  the  Belly 
River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  Period.  This  formation  is  a  series 
of  light  colored  sandstones  and  shales.  The  horizon  in  other  parts  of  the 
Province  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 


6.  SOILS 

Redwater  is  in  the  black  soil  zone,  which  is  described  as  follows:  The 
normal  profile  has  a  black  to  very  brown  surrounding  surface  (a)  horizon  that 
averages  about  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  (b) 
horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  usually  found  at 
30  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 


7.  FERTILITY 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  among  the  most  fertile  in  the  Province  and  they 
have  in  their  surface  foot  about  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  gray  to  brown  soils.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 
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8.  VEGETATION 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous),  often  referred  to  as  Parklands. 

9.  LAND  USE 

A  high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  with  the  use  of  fertilizer  is  needed  from  the 
standpoint  of  both  profit  and  performance. 

10.  HISTORY 

Redwater  is  named  after  the  Redwater  River.  The  original  name  of  the 
river  was  Vermilion,  given  to  it  by  David  Thompson,  the  great  explorer  when 
he  journeyed  through  this  district  mapmaking  for  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company. 
Because  of  the  fact  that  it  was  confused  with  another  river  with  a  like  name 
it  was  changed  to  Redwater  River  by  one  of  the  pioneer  women  settlers.  This 
river  is  a  small  creek,  which  rises  in  the  springs  near  Westlock.  It  sometimes 
dries  up  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  located  one  and  one-half  miles  north 
of  the  townsite  and  joins  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  at  a  point  eight  miles 
east  of  the  town. 

The  Redwater  area  was  first  surveyed  in  1882-83  when  it  was  covered 
with  a  dense  growth  of  scrub  willow,  poplar  and  evergreens  such  as  spruce 
and  jackpine.  This  survey  was  registered  on  September  7th,  1906,  and  the 
land  was  then  opened  for  homesteading. 


Redwater's  business  district  provides  all  services. 

2 


The  first  homesteads  were  taken  up  by  Ukrainian  settlers  in  1907,  closely 
followed  by  English  settlers  in  1908,  and  in  1909  by  a  number  of  French 
speaking  families  from  the  New  England  States.  These  latter  arrivals  built 
the  first  church  in  this  district.  This  Catholic  Church  was  also  used  by  the 
Polish  settlers  who  homesteaded  west  of  Redwater  in  the  early  1900’s. 

The  first  post  office  was  established  one  mile  east  of  the  townsite  in 
1907  and  Ed  Brown  was  the  Postmaster.  Tom  Boston  was  the  first  store 
owner  and  his  son  John  still  operates  his  father’s  general  store  in  Redwater. 

When  the  Canadian  National  Railway  was  constructing  the  branch  line 
in  1918,  Mile  36,  Redwater  was  selected  as  a  flag  stop.  A  hamlet  began  to 
grow  around  this  flag  stop  and  the  post  office  was  transferred  to  the  hamlet. 
It  was  housed  in  the  present  site  of  Horbal’s  Store  on  Main  Street.  Mr.  Charles 
Honeybourne  was  the  first  Postmaster  of  the  new  hamlet. 

The  original  townsite  survey  was  registered  on  July  7th,  1922,  and  the 
hamlet  incorporated  as  a  village  on  December  31st,  1949.  The  first  Village 
Election  took  place  on  January  23rd,  1950,  when  L.  A.  Walker,  W.  P.  Malow- 
any  and  P.  Proskumiak  were  elected  as  Councillors.  L.  A.  Walker  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Mayor,  and  is  still  a  Council  member.  Mrs.  P.  Proskumiak  was  the 
first  secretary- treasurer,  followed  by  Mr.  T.  Bruchal  and  Mr.  Jack  Gordon  who 
has  occupied  this  position  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  The  Town  of  Redwater 
was  incorporated  on  November  25th,  1950,  and  Mr.  H.  Syrnyk  was  the  first 
elected  Mayor  of  the  town.  Before  the  hamlet  was  incorporated  as  a  village 
it  was  part  of  the  Municipal  District  of  Smoky  Lake  No.  89.  The  surrounding 
area  is  now  in  the  County  of  Thorhild  No.  7. 

Oil  was  discovered  by  Imperial  Oil  Ltd.  on  the  farm  of  the  first  settler, 
Hilton  Cook,  one  mile  northeast  of  the  townsite  on  October  3rd,  1948.  At  this 
time  the  population  of  the  hamlet  did  not  exceed  160  persons.  There  were 
three  grain  elevators,  a  few  scattered  homes  and  stores,  two  garages  and  a 
small  hotel.  This  hotel  operated  by  William  and  Sera  Melenka  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  November  5th,  1948,  and  subsequently  rebuilt.  This  hotel  now 
operated  by  the  Redwater  Hotel  Co.  Ltd.  is  a  modern  frame  and  stucco  build¬ 
ing  with  25  guest  rooms,  a  restaurant  and  a  beverage  room.  It  opened  for 
business  on  May  19th,  1949. 

School  growth  has  been  phenomenal  due  to  the  average  young  age  of 
the  population  and  the  fact  that  the  Thorhild  County  School  Division  has  been 
carrying  on  a  program  of  school  consolidation  within  the  past  seven  years. 
The  school  authority  has  changed  hands  several  times  during  the  past  twenty 
years.  At  one  time  authority  was  vested  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Stur¬ 
geon,  then  in  the  Smoky  Lake  District  and  finally  in  the  County  of  Thorhild 
No.  7.  In  1948  there  were  only  two  classrooms  with  65  students  and  two 
teachers  handling  Grades  I  to  X.  Now  there  are  three  Junior  Schools,  one 
High  School  complete  with  gymnasium,  shop  rooms,  science  laboratories  and 
home  economics  room.  Children  are  vanned  from  the  surrounding  areas  each 
day  to  school.  However,  approximately  two- thirds  of  the  545  pupils  come 
from  the  town  proper.  There  are  presently  twenty-four  full  time  teachers 
employed  in  the  schools. 
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11.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  town  whose  population  rose  from  160  in  1948 
to  1,458  in  1951  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  static  at  1,200,  was  due 
largely  to  the  discovery  of  oil  by  Imperial  Oil  Ltd. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  oil  boom,  housing  became  a  serious  problem, 
and  Imperial  Oil  Ltd.,  through  their  Land  Department,  Devon  Estates  Ltd., 
obtained  land  in  1959  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Smoky  Lake,  adjacent  to  the 
Village  of  Redwater  and  had  a  contractor  erect  109  residences  for  die  use  of 
their  employees.  These  homes  were  the  first  completely  modern  houses  in  the 
district.  Subsequently  many  fine  modern  homes  have  been  constructed.  Of 
the  350  residences  in  the  town,  over  90%  are  between  ten  and  fifteen  years  old. 
All  residences  are  well  landscaped,  on  gravelled  roads,  with  cement  sidewalks, 
curb  and  gutter  and  serviced  with  all  utilities. 

There  are  five  churches  with  related  church  groups;  a  weekly  news¬ 
paper;  a  theatre;  a  modern  Municipal  Library;  a  golf  course;  a  curling  rink; 
two  skating  rinks;  a  recreation  building;  a  resident  physician;  a  modem  drug¬ 
store  with  a  resident  pharmacist.  A  well-baby  and  immunization  clinic  is 
sponsored  once  a  month  by  the  Sturgeon  Health  Unit  of  which  the  town  is  a 
contributing  member.  The  Health  Unit  Doctor  and  Public  Health  Nurses, 
and  dentist  visit  the  school  regularly  to  check  the  well-being  of  the  pupils. 

There  is  a  modern  hotel  and  many  modem  stores  to  serve  the  public, 
including  the  Government  Liquor  Store.  The  town  has  five  miles  of  concrete 
sidewalks,  2  miles  of  asphalt  pavement,  and  10  miles  of  gravelled  streets  and 
lanes.  It  serves  an  estimated  trading  area  of  3,500  persons,  with  the  larger 
portion  of  its  income  coming  directly  from  the  wage  earning  gas  and  oil 
workers  who  live  for  most  part  in  the  town  proper. 

Tli ere  is  a  modern  town  office,  housing  the  police  office,  the  No.  1  Fire 
Hall,  the  Secretary-Treasurer’s  Office,  Council  Chambers  and  a  public  lobby. 

Transportation  facilities  are  excellent  with  three  buses  from  Edmonton 
each  day  and  two  into  Edmonton.  Service  by  C.N.R.  Dayliner  to  Edmonton 
takes  40  minutes.  There  are  several  trucking  outfits  hauling  freight  into  town 
and  mail  and  express  are  trucked  in  and  out  each  day.  There  is  a  C.N.R. 
station  agent  and  headquarters  for  the  Section  Foreman.  Highway  No.  28, 
a  modern  paved  highway  provides  rapid  access  to  Edmonton  and  points  east 
while  Highway  46  gives  access  to  the  north. 

12.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a  Mayor  and  six  Councillors.  The  Mayor  is 
elected  for  a  two-year  term,  and  two  Councillors  are  elected  each  year  for  a 
three-year  term.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  administers  the  town’s  affairs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  policy  set  by  Council.  A  permanent  school  representative  from 
the  town  is  elected  every  two  years  to  sit  on  the  School  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Thorhild  No.  7. 

13.  POLICING 

The  R.C.M.P.  Redwater  Detachment  is  housed  in  a  new  $40,000  bar¬ 
racks.  This  Detachment  consists  of  one  Corporal  and  one  Constable.  The 
town  of  Redwater  employs  one  Town  Constable  at  present,  and  this  will 
probably  be  increased  to  two  shortly. 
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14.  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Redwater  Fire  Department  is  one  of  the  most  modem  in  Alberta. 
There  are  two  fire  halls,  one  located  in  the  Town  Centre  adjacent  to  the 
Town  Office,  and  one  located  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  commercial  and 
warehouse  area.  There  is  an  automatic  telephone  fire  alarm  system  connected 
to  key  personnel  for  immediate  alarm  should  the  occasion  arise.  Two  modern 
pumpers  equipped  fully  for  all  types  of  fires,  including  oil  field  fires  are  avail¬ 
able.  The  Department  is  under  the  direction  of  a  full-time  Fire  Chief  and 
a  Deputy  Chief  and  has  a  normal  complement  of  18  men,  all  volunteers. 
There  are  28  fire  hydrants  in  the  town  and  all  areas  can  be  covered  by  depart¬ 
ment  equipment.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  see  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  equipped  with  all  required  safety  devices  necessary  to  make  an  effi¬ 
cient  fire  fighting  force.  The  Volunteers  meet  once  each  week  for  practices. 


15.  TAX  STRUCTURE  -  1968 

Land  valued  at  100%  of  Assessment  -  $  346,900 

Improvements  60%  Assessed  Value  -  1,118,078 

Government  property  -  28,040 

Power  installations  -  20,670 

Underground  Gas  Lines  and  Oil  Installations  30,310 

Business  _  205,100  (1967) 


Total  Assessment  -  $1,749,098 

Business  Mill  Rate  -  20  (1967) 


Total  Assessment  -  $1,749,098 

Business  Mill  Rate  -  20  (1967) 


Main  Street,  Redwater 
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Mill  Rates 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 
24.15  36.13  4.72  65 


1 6.  AREAS 


Area  of  the  Town 

560  acres 

Street,  roads,  lanes 

63  acres 

Parks  and  playgrounds 

85  acres 

17.  WATER  AND  SEWER  MAINS 

Water  Mains 

14.7  miles 

Sanitary  Sewers 

7.7  miles 

18.  ELECTRICAL  POWER 

While  the  town  was  part  of  the  Municipal  District  of  Smoky  Lake  the 
Municipal  Council  granted  Calgary  Power  Ltd.  a  franchise  to  supply  the 
hamlet  with  electricity  on  October  8th,  1958.  This  contract  has  subsequently 
been  renewed. 

Power  is  three  phase  60  cycle  supplied  under  a  franchise  with  Calgary 
Power  Ltd. 

Residential  Service  -  Rate  Code  1-110 

Available  only  for  lighting,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  general  house¬ 
hold  use  in  private  homes  and  individual  apartments  used  exclusively  for 


residential  purposes. 

For  the  first  20  KW  Hours  (or  less)  per  month  _  $2.60  gross  min. 

Subject  to  a  ten  day  prompt  payment  discount  _  2.30  net  min. 

For  the  next  280  KW  Hours  used  per  month _  lMc  net  per  KWH 

For  all  over  300  KW  Hours  used  per  month _  lMc  net  per  KWH 


The  above  Power  Rate  applies  where  the  consumer’s  maximum  demand 
does  not  exceed  10  Kilowatts.  A  monthly  charge  of  50c  per  KW  of  addi¬ 
tional  demand  may  be  made. 

General  Service  -  Rate  Code  2-010 

Applicable  to  Commercial  establishments  and  any  other  premises  which 
do  not  qualify  for  the  residential  service  rate. 

Demand  Charge: 

$1.00  per  month  per  Kilowatt  (or  fraction  thereof)  of  Demand. 


Energy  Charge: 

The  first  40  KWH  per  KW  of  Demand _  5c  per  KWH 

The  next  100  KWH  per  KW  of  Demand 

(but  not  over  1000  KWH  per  month)  _  3c  per  KWH 

All  additional  energy  used  per  month  _  lMc  per  KWH 


Minimum  Charge: 

$2.30  Net  per  month  or  the  Demand  Charge  if  greater. 


6 


“Demand”  means  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery  ex¬ 
pressed  in  kilowatts,  during  the  billing  period,  but  not  less  than  75%  of  the 
maximum  demand  occurring  in  the  preceding  12  months  and  in  no  case  less 
than  1  KWH.  Unless  a  demand  meter  is  installed  the  Company  may  establish 
the  demand  by  test,  or  by  an  estimate  of  the  customer  s  connected  load. 

The  above  are  net  rates  applicable  on  accounts  paid  within  10  days  of 
the  date  rendered.  The  net  bill  will  be  increased  by  5%,  but  not  less  than  30c 
per  month,  after  the  discount  date. 

Conditions 

(1)  Meters  may  be  read,  and  accounts  rendered,  monthly  or  bi-monthly  at  the 
Company’s  option. 

(2)  At  the  Company’s  option  a  guarantee  deposit  may  be  required,  equal  to 
twice  the  minimum  charge  or  estimated  bill. 

(3)  The  charge  for  reconnection  shall  be  equal  to  twice  the  Net  Minimum 
Charge  but  not  more  than  $6.00. 

(4)  The  above  rates  apply  to  service  supplied  from  overhead  distribution  lines 
at  available  standard  voltages. 

Industrial  Power  Service 

Since  the  needs  of  industry  are  usually  specific,  and  often  times  under¬ 
standably  individual,  Calgary  Power  welcomes  direct  negotiation  in  every 

case.  All  industrial  power  services  have  their  own  particular  contracts,  and 
the  rates  are  filed  with  the  Alberta  Public  Utilities  Board. 

The  power  company  prefers  to  supply  the  main  incoming  transformer 
substation,  and  their  practice  is  one  point  of  delivery  at  one  standard  voltage, 
secondary  metering  and  overhead  service. 

Small  Industrial,  Low  Load  Factor  -  Rate  Code  6-3-070 

Available  to  a  low  load  factor  industry  such  as  manufacturing  plant, 
warehouse,  welding  shop,  feed  plant,  or  similar  having  a  predominantly  motor 
load,  with  a  three  phase  supply  for  a  power  requirement  in  excess  of  50  KVA, 
and  having  completed  a  contract  with  an  initial  period  of  three  years. 

Demand  Charge: 

$1.00  per  month  per  KVA  of  Demand,  plus 

Energy  Charge: 

For  the  first  100  KWH/month/KVA  of  demand  _  2.0c  per  KWH 

For  all  over  100  KWH/month/KVA  of  Demand _  1.5c  per  KWH 

The  KVA  of  Demand 

With  respect  to  a  billing  period  shall  be  the  highest  registered  demand 
in  kilovolt-amperes  in  the  12-month  period  including  and  ending  with  such 
billing  period,  but  not  less  than  the  minimum  provided  for  hereunder. 

Minimum  KVA  of  Demand: 

50  KVA,  or  such  higher  amount  as  may  be  determined  due  to  extension 
capacity  or  costs. 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge: 

$100  per  month,  or  such  higher  amount  as  may  be  determined  due  to 
extension  capacity  or  costs. 
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Guarantee  Deposit: 

A  non-interest  bearing  deposit  may  be  required. 

Construction  Contribution: 

When  the  cost  of  the  extension  facilities  required  is  large  with  respect 
to  the  size  of  the  service,  a  construction  contribution  may  be  required. 

Other  Industrial  Rates  - 

Please  refer  to  Calgary  Power’s  district  office  in  Redwater  or  the  divi¬ 
sional  office  in  Edmonton.  Enquiries  for  a  particular  industrial  service  are 
most  invited,  and  should  include  all  available  information  as  to  load  size  and 
character,  the  point  of  delivery,  the  selected  supply  voltage,  approximate 
required  date  for  service,  and  a  site  plan. 

19.  WATER  AND  SEWER 

Water  for  the  town  owned  water  distribution  system  is  obtained  through 
a  7/2-mile  6”  pipeline  from  the  North  Saskatchewan  River.  On  an  island  in  the 
river  located  at  S/2  6-57-20  W4th,  at  the  junction  of  the  North  Saskatchewan 
River  and  Redwater  Creek  is  located  an  infiltration  gallery  —  a  cement  and 
gravel  packed  shaft  sunk  40  feet  into  a  sand  bed.  From  the  bottom  of  the 
shaft  a  gravel  packed  timbered  gallery  runs  about  200  feet  in  a  north-south 
direction.  This  installation  cost  in  excess  of  $50,000.  The  6”  water  main  runs 
northwest  to  a  water  conditioning  plant.  This  plant  and  chemical  storage 
warehouse  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  The  plant  uses  a  cold  lime 
treatment  with  anthracite  filters  and  enables  the  town  to  supply  softened  water 
to  all  consumers.  The  conditioned  water  is  pumped  from  the  clear  well  at 
the  Conditioning  Plant  one  mile  to  the  town  ground  storage  tanks,  which  have 
a  70,000-gallon  capacity,  and  then  to  a  Horton  Watersphere,  elevated  50,000 
gallon  tank,  and  then  by  gravity  to  the  consumers.  Cost  of  the  water  and 
sewer  mains  in  the  town  proper  was  $500,000,  with  the  cost  of  the  individual 
service  lines  $30,000.  The  cost  of  replacing  the  present  line  to  the  river  has 
been  estimated  by  Associated  Engineering  Services  Ltd.  at  between  $20,000 
and  $25,000  a  mile  or  a  total  estimate  of  $175,000.  There  are  326  domestic 
users  and  three  commercial  users.  The  annual  average  consumption  is 
44,000,000  gallons  of  potable  water. 

All  water  is  on  meter  control. 


Water  Rates 

(a)  /s”  meter  -  the  minimum  rate  is  Five  Dollars  a  month 

for  the  first  6,000  gallons. 

6,001  to  100,000  gallons  per  month _  85c  M 

(b)  %”  meter  -  the  minimum  rate  is  Ten  Dollars  a  month 

for  the  first  12,000  gallons. 

12,001  to  106,000  gallons  per  month _  85c  M 

(c)  1”  meter  -  the  minimum  rate  is  Twenty  Dollars  per  month 

for  the  first  24,000  gallons. 

24,001  to  118,000  gallons  per  month _  85c  M 

(d)  lh”  meter  -  the  minimum  rate  is  Forty  Dollars  per  month 

for  the  first  48,000  gallons. 

48,001  to  142,000  gallons  per  month  _  85c  M 

142,001  up  _ _ _  75c  M 
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(e)  2”  meter  -  the  minimum  rate  is  Eighty  Dollars  per  month 


for  the  first  96,000  gallons. 

96,001  to  190,000  gallons  per  month _  85c  M 

190,001  up  a  month  _  75c  M 

Casual  bulk  users  $2.50  per  M  gallons. 


Water  System 

Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  is  in  effect  with  the  fluorides  being 
introduced  at  the  water  conditioning  plant.  There  are  two  chlorinators  — 
one  located  at  the  conditioning  plant  and  a  standby  at  the  ground  storage 
tanks  and  pump  station.  An  additional  chlorinator  and  tester  is  being  added 
at  the  infiltration  gallery  for  better  chemical  control. 

The  water  treatment  plant  and  river  pump  house  have  recently  had 
extensions  to  their  original  facilities. 


Water  Tower 

The  Horton  Watersphere  was  the  first  50,000  gallon  Watersphere  to 
be  installed  in  Western  Canada  by  that  firm.  Water  temperature  control  is 
effected  by  the  use  of  a  gas  fired  furnace  at  the  base  inside  the  sphere.  This 
is  an  important  feature  for  winter  use  and  controls  the  problem  of  freezing 
mains. 


WATER  MAINS 

All  water  mains  have  nine  feet  coverage  to  assist  in  eliminating  frost 
problems.  There  are  twenty-eight  hydrants  on  the  system  and  all  areas  of 
the  town  are  covered  for  fire  protection. 

SEWERS: 

The  entire  town  is  serviced  by  a  sanitary  sewer  system.  The  10-inch 
main  to  outfall  system  runs  about  %  mile  to  the  northeast  of  the  corporate 
boundaries.  At  this  point  there  are  septic  tanks  in  parallel  and  two  sewer 
lagoons.  The  material  from  the  liquid  lagoon  is  chlorinated  at  a  chlorination 
building  before  run-off  as  an  added  health  and  pollution  control  feature.  There 
is  no  disagreeable  odor  at  the  lagoons. 

Sewer  rates  for  domestic  use  are  standard  at  $3.00  per  month.  Com¬ 
mercial  sewer  rates  vary  depending  on  the  size  and  number  of  outlets. 

To  replace  this  water  and  sewer  system  would  cost  in  excess  of  one 
million  dollars. 


20.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Redwater  Utilities  Ltd.,  a  company  with  its 
Head  Office  in  Calgary,  Alberta.  The  gas  is  obtained  from  the  Redwater  Gas 
Conservation  Plant,  approximately  one  mile  east  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
town  when  there  is  an  emergency,  and  from  two  wells  also  situated  in  the 
same  general  area. 
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Domestic  Rates: 

Available  to  all  consumers: 


First  2  MCF  _  $3.00 

All  additional  MCF  _  .52  MCF 

Minimum  Charge  Monthly  _  $3.00 


General  conditions:  When  accounts  are  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date, 
a  discount  is  allowed  on  the  final  gross  amount. 

Business  Rates: 

Available  to  all  commercial  consumers: 


First  2  MCF  _  $3.00 

All  additional  MCF  _  .50  MCF 

Minimum  Charge  Monthly  _  $3.00 


General  conditions:  When  accounts  are  paid  on  or  before  the  due 
date,  a  discount  of  5%  is  allowed  on  the  gross  amount. 

Gas  Calorific  Value  -  1017  B.T.U. 

Available  to  all  large  industrial  and  institutional  concerns: 


First  10  MCF  _  $10.00 

All  additional  MCF  _  .42  MCF 

Minimum  Charge  Monthly  _  $10.00 


Available  on  annual  contract. 

21.  GARBAGE  DISPOSAL 

All  garbage  is  collected  weekly  from  residential  areas  and  as  necessary 
from  commercial  users.  This  is  done  on  a  contract  basis  and  the  nuisance 
grounds  are  located  northeast  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town.  The  sanitary 
fill  method  of  garbage  disposal  is  used  with  the  fills  being  covered  annually. 

22.  NEWS  COVERAGE 

The  Redwater  Review  was  Redwater’s  first  paper,  started  on  February 

1st,  1949,  by  T.  W.  Pue  of  Edmonton.  Later  that  same  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Arrol,  now  in  Victoria,  started  the  Redwater  News  as  a  mimeographed  sheet. 
They  later  installed  Redwater  s  first  printing  press  and  went  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bell.  This  partnership  was  subsequently  dissolved 
and  Mr.  Bell  took  over.  Following  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  T.  Bruchal  opened  a  modem 
print  shop  to  publish  the  original  Redwater  News.  This  print  shop  burned  to 
the  ground  about  a  year  later.  Mr.  Pue  then  resumed  publishing  a  paper, 
the  Redwater  News,  from  Edmonton.  At  the  present  time  the  Redwater 
Recorder  is  Redwater’s  official  paper,  being  published  out  of  St.  Albert. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Sturgeon  Health  Unit,  of  which  the  town  is  a  contributing  member, 
calls  monthly  to  provide  the  following  services.  Examination,  medical  and 
dental  of  all  pre-school  and  school  children;  immunization  services  for  all;  pre¬ 
natal  and  post-natal  visits.  Inspection  of  all  food  distributing  centres,  and 
water  supply  centres. 

A  self-contained  medical  clinic  is  operated  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Paine,  and 
land  has  been  set  aside  for  hospital  construction  which  has  been  promised  in 
the  near  future. 
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24.  GOVERNMENT  SERVICES 

Federal  Post  Office,  Farm  Credit  Corporation,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 

Police. 

Provincial  Services : 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Alberta  Liquor  Control  Board  Store, 
Provincial  Driver’s  Examinations,  Magistrate’s  Court. 

25.  RECREATION 

The  Redwater  Curling  Club  operates  a  four  sheet  Curling  Club  equipped 
with  artificial  ice,  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $44,000. 

The  Redwater  Golf  Club  operates  a  nine  hole  golf  course  with  grass 
greens  and  water  facilities  at  all  greens.  A  modern  recreation  building  on  the 
site  is  operated  as  a  club  house  the  year  round.  This  building  is  completely 
equipped  with  all  modern  facilities  including  showers,  locker  rooms,  kitchen 
and  club  rooms.  It  is  estimated  that  replacement  cost  would  be  around 
$60,000. 

Rinks.  Two  outdoor  skating  rinks  are  operated  by  the  town  during  the 
winter  with  a  caretaker  in  charge.  Plans  for  a  closed-in  arena  are  now  being 
developed. 

Baseball  diamond  as  fine  as  any  in  Alberta  is  also  provided  by  the  town, 
complete  with  bleachers. 

A  small  park  in  the  downtown  area  started  in  1965  has  been  added  to 
by  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion.  This  park  contains  the  Memorial  Cenotaph. 

A  Lion’s  Club  children’s  playground  has  been  in  existence  on  the  south 
side  of  town  for  some  years.  Private  swimming  pool  in  Redwater  encourages 
memberships.  Proposed  public  swimming  pool  is  being  vigorously  supported 
by  the  Town  population. 


Modern  homes  in  Redwater's  residential  district. 
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26. 


ACTIVE  CLUBS 

The  Redwater  &  District  Chamber  of  Commerce 
The  Redwater  Lions’  Club 
The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 


27.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association 
Redwater  Golf  Club 
Redwater  Art  Club 
Redwater  Skating  Association 
Anglican  W.A. 

Community  Choir 
Cubs  and  Scouts 
Explorers 

Scout  Mothers’  Auxiliary 
Ukrainian  Ladies’  Association 
Greek  Catholic  Ladies’  Aid 
United  Church  Women’s  Aux. 


Canadian  Red  Cross 
Redwater  Curling  Club 
Redwater  Rowling  Club 
Redwater  Ball  Club 
Fish  &  Game  Association 
Brownies  &  Guides 
C.G.I.T. 

Hi-C 

Auxiliary  to  the  Legion 
Greek  Orthodox  Young  People’s 
Redwater  Credit  Union 
United  Church  Men’s  Club 


Us  -  '  ♦*  * 


From  elementary  to  high  school,  all  levels  of  education  are  available  at  Redwater. 
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28.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Banquet  Facilities 

Roxy  Theatre 

260 

Yes 

No 

No 

Legion  Hall 

230 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Derik  Hall 

230 

Yes 

No 

No 

Ukrainian  Hall 

100 

Yes 

No 

No 

School  Gymnasium 

500 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

29.  REDWATER  MUNICIPAL  LIBRARY 

The  Library  serves  600  members  in  the  town  and  district  and  operates 
out  of  a  self-contained  Library  Building.  It  stocks  nine  thousand  books  valued 
at  $18,900  —  fiction  and  non-fiction,  and  children’s  books.  This  library  con¬ 
tracts  service  to  the  local  school  and  is  operated  by  volunteer  assistance  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Municipal  Library  Board. 


30.  MUSIC  APPRECIATION 

Music  Teachers  -  Piano  (3) 
Community  Chon 

31.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Cubs 

Scouts 

Guides 

Brownies 

C.G.I.T. 


United  Church  of  Canada  Choir 
Redwater  Lions’  Club  Band 

Anglican  Junior  W.A. 

Explorers 

Catholic  Youth  Group 
Hi-C 


32.  SPORTS  ACTIVITIES 

Badminton  Basketball  Softball 

Golfing  Baseball  Volleyball 


Bowling  Curling 

Hockey  Skating 

33.  INDUSTRY  &  BUSINESS 

Grain  Elevators  .  3 

Fertilizer  Warehouses  .  2 

Banks  .  2 

Barber  .  1 

Bowling  Alley  .  1 

Grocery  Store  .  6 

Hardware  .  2 

Hotel  .  1 

Clothing  .  2 

Coal  Dealers  .  1 

Power  Company  Office  .  1 

Pharmacists  .  1 

Lumber  Yard  .  1 

Egg  Grading  .  1 

Lawyer  .  1 

Oilfield  Construction  .  3 

Oil  Company  Office  .  3 

Oilfield  Supply  .  1 

Oilfield  Hauling  .  1 

Restaurant  .  2 

Watch  Repairs  .  1 

Liquor  Store  .  1 

Electrical  Contractors  .  2 


Ping-Pong 


Garage  Body  Repair  .  2 

Garages  -  Commercial  .  3 

Hairdresser  .  2 

General  Store  .  1 

Butcher  .  1 

Blacksmith  .  1 

Rooming  House  .  1 

Farm  Implements  .  2 

Natural  Gas  Office  .  1 

Insurance  .  2 

Real  Estate  .  2 

Dairy  .  1 

Poultry  Plant  .  1 

Locker  Plant  .  1 

Oilfield  Servicing  .  2 

Oil  Pipeline  Office  .  3 

Oil  Bulk  Stations  .  2 

Poolroom  .  1 

Bus  Depot  .  1 

Welders  .  2 

Farm  Credit  Office  .  1 

Laundromat  .  2 
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34.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Prior  to  the  discovery  of  oil  on  October  3rd,  1948,  industry  was  limited 
to  mixed  farming  and  handling  of  grains.  At  present  there  are  three  elevators 
with  a  total  capacity  of  140,000  bushels  of  grain.  Average  grain  yield  for  the 
district  for  a  ten-year  period  from  1949  has  been,  wheat  26,  oats  38,  barley 
29,  and  rye  18  bushels  per  acre.  There  is  no  record  of  livestock  production  as 
hogs  and  beef  have  been  trucked  direct  to  Edmonton  until  recently,  when 
three  buying  stations  have  been  set  up  on  Highway  28,  the  nearest  two  miles 
from  the  town. 

A  poultry  rearing  establishment  within  the  town  limits  maintains  its  own 
egg-grading  station  and  processes  an  average  of  200  crates  a  week  of  eggs  for 
the  Edmonton  market. 

The  first  producing  oil  well  was  completed  by  Imperial  Oil  on  October 
3rd,  1948,  and  in  a  short  time  there  were  900  wells  with  a  daily  production  of 
89,483  barrels  of  34-36  A.P.I.  gravity  crude  oil.  This  amount  is  not  the  capacity 
of  these  wells,  their  production  is  restricted  by  market  allowables  and  proration 
for  conservation  purposes. 

Oil  from  the  field  is  conveyed  to  the  refineries  in  Edmonton  and  to 
company  storage  tanks  near  the  east  boundary  of  Edmonton.  From  the  Inter¬ 
provincial  Pipe  Line  Storage  tanks  oil  is  pumped  through  a  20-inch  pipeline 
to  Eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Since  the  discovery  of  oil  in  1948  to  the  end  of  1963  a  total  of  279,028,133 
barrels  of  oil  were  produced  from  the  Redwater  field.  Over  90%  of  this  volume 
was  produced  from  Crown  held  mineral  rights  which  resulted  in  a  revenue  of 
$78,476,660  using  an  average  royalty  of  12%  and  $2.50  as  the  price  of  a  barrel  of 
oil.  At  the  present  rate  of  production  the  field  will  be  in  operation  for  the 
next  50  years. 

In  June  of  1957  the  Redwater  Gas  Conservation  Plant  was  opened.  This 
plant  produces  propane,  methane,  pentane,  sulphur  and  dry  gas.  The  plant 
supplies  industry  in  Fort  Saskatchewan  and  when  necessary  the  town  of  Red¬ 
water. 


The  Redwater  Fertilizer  Plant  is  being  erected  six  miles  from  the  Town 
at  an  esitmated  cost  of  $50,000,000.  When  the  plant  goes  into  full  production 
it  will  maintain  an  operating  staff  of  some  300  employees.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  650  men  employed  at  the  job  site.  The  plant  should  be  going 
into  production  in  the  Springs  of  1969. 

35.  TRADING  AREA 

The  Redwater  Trading  Area  extends  6  miles  north,  9  miles  south,  6  miles 
west,  and  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  North  Saskatchewan  River.  It  serves 
as  a  centre  for  an  estimated  population  of  3,500  and  the  town  population  of 
1,200. 

36.  INDUSTRIAL  SITES 

There  are  several  excellent  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  C.N.R.  trackage 
with  paved  highway  connections.  These  sites  can  be  serviced  with  all  utilities 
and  may  be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices. 
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